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This report is also accompanied by ANNEXES, comprising: 

a. (sent to the applicant and to the International Bureau) a total of 7_ 



. sheets, as follows: 



□ 



sheets of the description, claims and/or drawings which have been amended and are the basis of this report 
and/or sheets containing rectifications authorized by this Authority (see Rule 70.16 and Section 607 of the 
Adrninistrative Instructions). 

| | sheets which supersede earlier sheets, but which this Authority considers contain an amendment that goes 
beyond the disclosure in the international application as filed, as indicated in item 4 of Box No. I and the 
Supplemental Box. 

(sent to the International Bureau only) a total of (indicate type and number of electronic carrier(s)) 
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Basis of the report 
Priority 
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Lack of unity of invention 

Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 
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Certain defects in the international application 
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Box No. I Basis of the report 



1. With regard to the language, this report is based on the international application in the language in which it was filed, unless 
otherwise indicated under this item. 

| | This report is based on translations from the original language into the following language ^_ , 

which is language of a translation furnished for the purpose of: 

| | international search (under Rules 12.3 and 23.1(b)) 

[ | publication of the international application (under Rule 1 2.4) 

| | international preliminary examination (under Rules 55.2 and/or 55.3) 

2. With regard to the elements of the international application, this report is based on (replacement sheets which have been 
furnished to the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to in this report as "originally filed" 
and are not annexed to this report): 

j | The international application as originally filed/furnished 
the description: 

pages 1,3,4 

* 



, as originally filed/furnished 



pages* 
pages* 



2,5,6 



received by mis Authority on 
received by this Authority on 



26 April 2004 (26.04.2004) 



the claims: 



pages 
pages* 
pages* 
pages* 



1,3,4 



2 , as originally filed/furnished 

, as amended (together with any statement) under Article 19 
received by this Authority on 26 April 2004 (26.04.2004) 
received by this Authority on 



the drawings: 
pages 



3,. 4 



, as originally filed/furnished 



1,2,5 



pages* 



received by this Authority on 
received by this Authority on 



26 April 2004 (26.04.2004) 



LH a sequence listing and/or any related table(s) - see Supplemental Box Relating to Sequence Listing. 

3. The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

; | the description, pages . 

1 | the claims, Nos. 



| | the drawings, sheets/figs 

| | the sequence listing (specify): 

| | any table(s) related to sequence listing (specify): 



% t []H This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments annexed to this report and listed below had not been 
made, since they have been considered to go beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the Supplemental Box 
(Rule 70.2(c)). 

f I the description, pages 

[~] the claims, Nos. 

| | the drawings, sheets/figs _ 



1 | the sequence listing (specify): 

[J any table(s) related to sequence listing (specify): _ 



* If item 4 applies, some or all of those sheets may be marked "superseded, " 
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Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 



Statement 
Novelty (N) 

Inventive step (IS) 
Industrial applicability (IA) 



Claims 
Claims 

Claims 
Claims 

Claims 
Claims 



1-4 



1-4 



1-4 



YES 
NO 
YES 
NO 

YES 
NO 



Citations and explanations 



Document 1: JP 2778897 B2 (Yugen Kaisha Esuteto Rusu) , 8 
May 1998 

Document 2 : JP 7-60721 A (Mitsuboshi Belting Ltd., Terada 
Takaron Kabushiki Kaisha), 7 March 1995 

Document 3: JP 9-1574 A (Nippon Muki Co., Ltd.). 7 
January 1997 



(1) The purpose of the present invention is to solve the 
problems of a conventional pallet made of palm fiber, 
and provide a method and device for manufacturing a 
high-quality pallet quickly and efficiently. 

(2) As a means for achieving this purpose, the inventions 
described in claims 1 and 3 use a sheet-shaped base 
material formed from a raw material of plant fiber 
impregnated with resin, wherein "the raw material is 
interposed between upper and lower dies having a 
plurality of hot air ports dispersed throughout and 
opening at opposing positions, the raw material is 
pressed between the dies and heated by passing hot 
air therethrough via communicating ports, thereby 
molding a pallet having in the surface thereof raised 



Form PCT/lPEA/409 (BoxV) (January 1994) 



nternafron 

INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY EXAMINATION REPORT 



IntenBronal application No. 
PCT/JP 02/09091 



and recessed portions corresponding to the hot air 
ports . " 

(3) None of the documents cited in the international 
search report discloses or suggests the means 
described in item (2) above and utilized in the 
inventions described in claims 1 and 3 . 
Accordingly, the inventions described in claims 1 and 
3 are novel, involve an inventive step, and fulfill 
the stipulations set forth in PCT Article 33(2) and 
(3). 

(4) The inventions described in claims 2 and 4 are 
dependent claims of claims 1 and 3 respectively, and 
thus, fulfill the stipulations set forth in PCT 
Article 33(2) and (3). 

(5) The inventions described in claims 1 to 4 are 
industrially applicable, and thus, fulfill the 
stipulations set forth in PCT Article 33(4). 
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